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Grand Junction Branch Newsletter 

 
OCTOBER PROGRAM 

AAUW Colorado State President, Amy Blackwell 
 

 
 

Amy will speak about 

"The World of AAUW:  A Leader's Experiences at the UN, in DC, and Back 
Home in Colorado" 

 
AAUW Colorado President Amy Blackwell, BS MA, is an immediate past member of the AAUW Board of Directors and 
served as an AAUW delegate in March to the UN Commission on the Status of Women. Based in Castle Rock, Amy owns 
and operates a STEM and healthcare strategic communications and research company and chairs one of six State of 
Colorado mental health regulatory boards. Traveling extensively for business every year, Amy is particularly looking 
forward to doing wildlife biology research in the Galápagos Islands in December, following on the heels of her 2014 
Antarctic research trip. In her spare time, Amy practices Korean-style kickboxing and hikes extensively in the Rockies but 
has retired from bagging 14ers. Her knees said "no more" after 17 summits. 
 

Where:  The Fountains (Assisted Living Facility), 3203 North 15th Street, Grand Junction 
From Patterson, turn North on 15th Street and drive to the entrance on the left 

   In the Bookcliff Room, upstairs from Main Lobby, turn left, elevator available 
When:  Saturday, October 8….beginning at 11:30 am 
Meal:    Only $8, including beverage, tax, tip...may order daily special, or from their usual menu 

 
The Fountains will want to know how many for which to plan, so…please contact Jane at 241-9684 or 

mjfitz2cats@gmail.com no later than 10am on Thursday, October 6th. As a courtesy, please let Jane also know if you do 
not plan to attend, or if you will attend but do not choose to purchase a meal. 

 
Note:  Having the AAUW State President visit us here in Happy Valley is quite an honor, especially since Amy has chosen 
to be a dual-member of the Grand Junction Branch. Please make an extra effort to attend this meeting and show your 

support for this extraordinary woman. 
 

Branch President  Lori Wood  234-5674  VP Membership  Virginia Brown  201-0386 
VP Program  Elective Board Members           Treasurer  Jane Fitzgerald  241-9684          

Secretary  Kaye Wergedal  314-7644      Newsletter Editor  Jane Fitzgerald 
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A Big Election Year in Colorado and the Nation 

We are only weeks away from receiving our November 8 ballots—only weeks within which to educate 
ourselves on candidates and ballot initiatives. In addition to voter decisions pertaining to the heated national 
election of the next President of the United States, as well as our national representatives, Colorado will 
definitely be making national news with voter passage or rejection of ground-breaking legislation, both 
statutory and constitutional. 

Ballot Issues for 2016 
 

There are a number of ballot issues that will be appearing on your ballot this year.  AAUW Colorado is 

supporting 3 of those issues, but has not taken a position on any of the other ballot issues: 

Amendment T would eliminate an obscure constitutional exemption to allow slavery as punishment for a 
crime. 

Amendment 70 – Raise the state minimum wage from the current minimum hourly wage of $8.13 to 
$12.00 by 2020. 

The current minimum wage does not meet basic needs for Colorado families – even those working full time.  A 
Colorado full time minimum wage earner makes $300 per week, that’s $17,000 per year.  A Colorado minimum 
wage earner must work 80 hours a week to afford a 2-bedroom apartment.  Under the proposal the minimum 
wage would gradually increase to $12.00 by 2020.  A raise in the minimum wage would affect nearly half a 
million workers in Colorado, 86% of whom are over the age of 20. 

This constitutional amendment would increase the minimum wage from $8.13 to $9.30 on January 1, 2017 and 
by $.90 each subsequent January 1 until it reaches $12.00 in 2020.  Each year thereafter it adjusts for cost of 
living increases. 

Amendment 71 – “Raise the Bar” would amend the Colorado Constitution to require 55% of vote rather 
than simple majority to amend the state constitution. 

In addition to the requirement to gather signatures equal to 5% of the votes cast for Secretary of State in the 
most recent general election, signatures must include 25 of the registered voters in each of the 35 state senate 
districts. 

All existing constitutional amendments could be amended in the manner they were approved. 

To read the full ballot issue on the above issues or any of the other issues that will be on the ballot you can go 
to the CO Secretary of State website. 

To be certain you are registered to vote or to check your mail ballot status, go to www.GoVoteColorado.com. 

Marilyn Zimmerman 

 
Note:  Marilyn has moved to Edmonds, Washington (Seattle area) to be closer to her daughter. We will  
           miss you, Marilyn.  Her new address is 8814 236th Street SW, Apt. 9, Edmonds, WA 98026. 
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In August, Mary Beth Buescher was appointed to the Colorado Commission on Higher 
Education by Governor John Hickenlooper to serve through July 1, 2020 as a Democratic resident of 
the 3rd Congressional District. 

The Commission on Higher Education has a variety of responsibilities to public colleges and 
universities as well as the state Legislature. Commissioners oversee and develop plans for state 
higher education, including approving degree programs, creating the formula for higher education 
funding and recommending statewide funding levels. 

CCHE's mission is to provide access to high-quality, affordable education for all Colorado residents 
that is student-centered, quality driven and performance-based. CCHE’s primary "customers" are 
Colorado students and citizens. CCHE is committed to providing the best quality education at the 
best price with the best possible service for its customers 

A lawyer by trade, Mary Beth spent 15 years as a deputy district attorney for Mesa County; ran the 
Great Books Program at her children's school; served 13 years on the Mesa County Child Protection 
Team; and, recently, has spent two years on the Colorado Juvenile Parole Board. 

Mary Beth was the first woman lawyer to have a practice in Grand Junction. She also worked for 
Ken Salazar, while he was a United States Senator, helping run the Senate Office for the Western 
Slope. Mary Beth has been a member of the Grand Junction Branch of the American Association of 
University Women since 1994. 

She has served on the boards of many non-profits including, currently, Mental Health Colorado and 
the Riverside Educational Foundation (REC). REC serves the poorest neighborhood in Grand Junction 
with after school tutoring and enrichment programs, preparing them for higher education.  

Her proudest accomplishment is choosing Bernie as her life partner 44 years ago, raising four great 
kids -- now all employed, college educated adults. She hopes her term on CCHE continues to 
expand higher education opportunities for all Coloradoans.                                                                                                                                 

Save the date - Monthly Program Meeting 

November 12th – Saturday, at Bookcliff Country Club starting at 11:30 am. Theresa McKenzie of  
                               Hilltop will speak about domestic violence and its effect on women financially. 
December – No program meeting is scheduled.  Enjoy your holidays. 
February 11th – Saturday, Mary Beth Buescher will be the Speaker !!! 
 



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 
October 1, 

2016 
 

 
4 

AAUW Yearbook – Additions & Corrections 
 
Please enter these changes in your yearbook now.  During the year, if you have a change to your yearbook 
entry (moving, new phone, change of email address, new degrees), notify Jane Fitzgerald. It’s easier to 
keep the roster up- to-date if we do it as things change. 
  
Page 9:  3rd paragraph:  While a member may still make a donation, the CMU Foundation is no longer in the 
Enterprise Zone, and no credit is available. 
 
Page 11:  The contact for Scrip cards is no longer Virginia Brown. Instead, contact Jane Fitzgerald at 
mjfitz2cats@gmail.com or 241-9684. 
 
Page 13:  Rather than in members’ homes, the Jane Quimby Book Group currently meets at the American 
Lutheran Church, 631 27-1/2 Road. 
                 Coffee & Chat Group currently meets at the Artful Cup, not at Main Street Bagels. 
 
Page 14:  Barbara Boudreaux’s address is 1504 Sprague Street, Mack, CO 81525 & birthday is 2 July. 
 
Page 15:  Lynnda Ebright’s email is lynndasebright@gmail.com. 

   Marj Ebright no longer has an email account. 
 
Page 16:  Jane Fitzgerald’s birthday is 8 September 

   Karin Hayes is a branch participant *. 
 
Page 17:  Lois Jarre no longer has an email account. 

   Anita Johnson no longer has the 268-5618 phone number. 
 
Page 18: Lori Newsom’s phone number should be 270-9845. 

   Peggy Rawlin’s birthday is 11 November. 
   Holly Shrader attended Southern Illinois University 

 
Page 19:  Kaye Wergedal’s birthday is May 20. 
                 Lori Wood’s birthday is February 4 and her email is lwood@ggre.us. 
                 Marilyn Zimmerman’s degree was in Sociology and her phone number is 970-712-0474. 
   Betsy Zollner’s cell phone number is 589-3445. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Your AAUW Branch Board wishes to acknowledge its members and let them know we appreciate them. 
Therefore we wish a Happy Birthday to those with Birthdays in October: 

Eleanor Hoefner – October 10 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 

The Jane Quimby Book Group 

THE NIGHTINGALE opens with an intriguing statement that lays out one of the 
major themes of the book: “If I have learned anything in this long life of mine, it is 
this: In love we find out who we want to be; in war we find out who we are.” 

The Nightingale is a historical fiction novel, written by Kristin Hannah and 
published in 2015. It tells the story of two sisters, just coming of age in France on 
the eve of World War II, and their struggle to survive and resist the German 
occupation of France. It was inspired by the story of a Belgian woman, Andrée de 
Jongh, who helped downed Allied pilots to escape Nazi territory.  The book sold 
well, earning places on several bestseller lists, and was optioned for a screen 
adaptation by TriStar Pictures in March 2015 

The book uses the” frame story” literary device; the frame is presented in first-person narration as the 
remembrances of an elderly woman in 1995, whose name is initially not revealed to the reader. The main 
action of the book, however, is told in third person, following two sisters, Vianne and Isabelle, who live in 
France around 1940, on the eve of World War II. The two are estranged from each other and their father, and 
the book follows the two different paths they take. 
 
The book concludes with the elderly narrator, revealed, coming to peace with her memories of the war.  
 

Friday, October 21, 2016  

American Lutheran Church 

 beginning at 9:30 a.m.   

Our Leader is Deb Krabacher, and Kaye Wergedal will be our hostess. 

 

September’s meeting had 16 in attendance, with Wanda Putnam as our well-studied leader, and Lois 
Jarre as our gracious hostess (with yummy treats).  Our thanks to both! 

The lively discussion, as usual, brought a mix of reviews and reactions to Sonia Sotomayor’s memoir, 
My Beloved World,  but we were able to agree on the fact that this gave all of us a glimpse of what it 
was like to grow up as a first generation Puerto Rican in the burroughs of New York in the 20th 
century, in a family rife with differing personalities and challenges.  The book is a result of a question 
posed to Justice Sotomayor upon her appointment as a Justice of the Supreme Court, “Did you have a 
happy childhood?  Is that why you are so successful?”  Her memoir, in response, focuses mostly on 
those childhood memories, and how those circumstances led to to her personal drive to become 
something . . . someone.  An intimate, revealing look into this remarkable woman!  
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The AAUW Jane Quimby Book Group presents 
 

THE “NEW” 2016-17 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS  
                                 
 SEPTEMBER 16 My Beloved World . . . . . by Sonia Sotomayor   

Wanda Putnam, Leader AND Lois Jarre, Hostess   
 
OCTOBER 21  The Nightingale . . . . . by Kristin Hanna 
   Deb Krabacher, Leader AND Kaye Wergedal, Hostess              
 
NOVEMBER 18 The Light Between Oceans . . . . . by M.L Stedman    

Lynnda Ebright, Leader AND Erna Ingram, Hostess 
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
DECEMBER 9  Hammerhead . . . . . by Nina MacLaughlin 

Barb Boudreaux, Leader AND Katie and Betsy Zollner, Hostesses 
2017 
 
JANUARY 20  The Prize . . . . . by Dale Russakoff 

Kaye Wergedal, Leader AND Barb Boudreaux, Hostesses 
 
FEBRUARY 17 The Storied Life of A.J. Fickry . . . . . by Gabrielle Zevin  
 
MARCH 17  (Guest Presenter) 
               
APRIL 21  The House on Seventh Street . . . . . by Karen Vorbeck Williams  
 
MAY 19  The Girl on the Train . . . . . by Paula Hawkins 
 
 
Note from Kaye: Whatever was going on with me in August?  I took a look at what I composed and what ended up in the 
September issue of our branch newsletter, and I am convinced that one of the younger generation's minions was secretly 
at work inside my computer . . . because what I created and what I sent to Jane for inclusion in the newsletter bore no 
resemblance to one another.  Uff da!  What was going on?  (Truly, I have no logical explanation!) 
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Culture Club 

   The AAUW Culture Club is a loosely organized effort to inform interested 
members about movies, music and other cultural events in the Grand Valley.  It is also a way to find others to 
attend these events with.  If you are interested in these activities, email Anita Pisciotte at anitap@bresnan.net 
.  
 

· October 6, 7 & 8 
CMU Theater presents James and the Giant Peach 
 

· October 7 & 8 
Downtown Arts Festival, Grand Junction 
 

· October 8 @ 10:00am   
Live from the Met in HD presents a new production of Wagner’s opera 

  Tristan und Isolde at the Regal Theater   (5 hour, 15 minutes) 
 

· October 12 @ 6:30pm 
Encore performance of Tristan und Isolde at the Regal Theater 
 

· October 16 @ 10:55am 
Fathom Entertainment’s presentation of Bolshoi Ballet: The Golden Age at the Regal Theater  

               (2 hour, 20 minutes) 
 

· October 22 @ 10:55am 
Live from the Met in HD presentation of Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni at the Regal Theater (3 hours, 
45 minutes) 
 

· October 23 and October 26 @ 2pm and at 7pm 
Fathom Entertainment presents Stanley Kubrick’s classic 1980 film The Shining at the Regal Theater 
 

· October 26 @ 6:30pm 
Encore performance of Don Giovanni at the Regal Theater 
 

· October 27 and October 31 @ 7pm 
Fathom Entertainment presents RiffTrax Live: Carnival of Souls at the Regal Theater 

          

Coffee & Chat       

This informal group meets the 4th Saturday of each month at 9:30 AM to try to solve world/local 
problems through fun discussions. This month we will meet on October 22nd at the Artful Cup Coffee 
House which is located at 3090 North 12th Street (the yellow house in the same parking area as the Hospice Care 
Center and Spoons Restaurant). 
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      Shop with Scrip             
 
Order your Holiday gift cards now!!!  Orders received by the 25th of October, will be available 
at the next AAUW General Program Meeting on November 12th. Since there will be no meeting in 
December, there will be no opportunity to receive cards closer to the Holidays.  

You can support our branch activities by purchasing gift cards at www.shopwithscrip.com.  
You just pay the usual value of the gift card, but our AAUW branch then receives a kick-back 
percentage of the cost varying from 2% to 11%. As an example, if you purchased a $50 gift card, you 
would send the AAUW branch treasurer $50, and she would order the card and there would be the 
full $50.  BUT, the Scrip company would then send the branch $2, if the rebate percentage was 4%, or 
$4 if the percentage was 8%. 

 
To see what is available, go to www.shopwithscrip.com and hit the “retailers” tab at the top of the 
page. There are gift cards for groceries, restaurants, travel, almost anything you could use. 
 
You can order on line by setting up an account. If you need help with instructions, contact Jane 
Fitzgerald at mjfitz2cats@gmail.com or 241-9684.  She can also order for you.  After ordering, the 
company mails all the cards to Jane for distribution.  

 

 

President’s Report 
This year is going to be an exciting one.  We have a great line up of programs this year – thanks to the Board of 
Directors who put their heads together for some interesting and timely topics to help keep us up to date on 
varied issues. 

The board is continuing to pursue a service project for a female veteran.  We are weighing many options and 
have decided against a few.  While researching, we found that there are many services in our local area for 
female veterans.  It is heartwarming to realize the amount of help that these ladies have available to them 
already.   Next, is an appointment with CMU Foundation to see about the need for a scholarship.  While all 
veterans have educational benefits through the VA, those benefits do not cover everything.  Our thought is 
that they may need help with childcare, transportation and/or simple daily needs.  

We are still requesting some help with various small jobs with the Board – specifically a Public Policy person.  It 
is fairly simple, but does require internet and computer use.  Attendance at Board meeting is preferred but not 
required.  Another simple job is to write press releases for programs and other events – again, that would 
require internet and a computer.  Please let me know if you can fill either of these.                        

                                            by Lori Wood, Branch President 


